United States Politics
Political Science 201, Summer, 2006

Distance Education/Web-Based Indeperdent Study

Syllabus 3.0
Professor: John Davidson

Office Hours: Wed1-5 P.M & by appointmert at829 PLC
Phone: 346-4540
e-mail: davidson@uoregon.edu

SSIL -- Social Sciences Instructional Lab -- Contact Information:
(These are the folks who will administer the midterm and final exam.)
e-mail: de@ssil.uoregon.edu

Phone: 346-4642

Important Notice: It is essential for the purposes of this course that you check your UO e-mail account regularly
or set it to forward to the account that you regularly use.

Course Description: The course will deepenyour underganding of the theary and pracice of American politics. Our text
and online actvitieswill expose you to a variety of viewpoints on some of the most importarnt agpects of political theary,
political institutions, political actors and political processesin the United States

The course structure follows that of our main text book, American Govemment: Your Voice, Yaur Future, by Matthew
Kerbel. Kerbel begns with anintroductory secion (ONhy Should We Care About Democracy?Q that includes chapters
on demacracy, the Constitution, and federaism. This is followed by Part 2, GCitizership and Democracy,Owith chapters
on public opinion and political culture. Part3 deak with OCanecions BetweenCitizers and Governmert,Owith chapters
on the meda, political parties campaigns and elections, and intereg groups. Pat 4, Olrstitutions of Democracy,Oincludes
chapterson Congress, the presdercy, the federal bureaucracyard the judiciary. Finally, Part5, OVhat Govemmert Does
and How Well it Works,Odeals with civil rights, civil liberties and domedic ard foreign policy. The text is specificaly
dedgned asan online book, with interactve feaures personal highlighting and margnal notes available. You canorder
the book at http://www.atomicdog.com/1916353306050.

Your grade for the class will be based on the following (more details on eachbelow):

¥ Chaper Quizzesb 16 quizzesat 2 points each for a total of 32% of your course grade. You will take these
quizzesthrough the class Blackboard page.

¥ Interactve Activity QuizzesD 15 at 1 point each The online verson of the book has a variety of interective
feauresfor eachchapter, which you will acces through the OabmicdogOweb site. (These will be graded on a
credt/no credt bags after passing post-interactve-activity assesmert quizzes)

¥ A midtem (24%) and final (24%) examination, taken at the Sccial SciencesInstructional Laboratory (SSIL) if
you arein or nearEugene, or atanapproved, proctoredlocaion outside of Eugere (see instructions below).

Technological Requirements

In order to use the online textbook, acces course materials, do the interactve exercises and complete the Blackboard
asignmerts, you will need regular access to a fairly competent computer with web access, with at leag 56K dial-up
(although fagter connections will obviously be better). Lack of such acces is not an excise to requeg alternative
assignmerts or exersions on deadlinesbit is a reason not to take this class. For examge, if you lose your connection or
cras while you are taking a quiz you will not getasecond chanceto take it!

Warning:

This is an online course. It has no face-to-face meetings. Contrary to what many anticipate, this makes it harder,
not easier. Thisindependent study verdon of PS201 is desgnedfor self-motivated studerts who wish to proceedthrough
the subject material at their own pace. Keepin mind that independent study is not the beg option for every studert. The




lack of lecuresor discussion secions mears you have fewer opportunitiesto learnchallerging material. To succeedin
this course, you must be mativated and well orgarized and your readng, studying, and aralytical skills should be strong.
Historically, the range of gradesin this class hasbeenvery large Btherehave beenlarge numbersof both A-plusesand Fs.
Because so much of the course grade is based on the multiple choice quizzes and examinations, plea® give careful
consideraton to whether that is a formatthat will work for you. The quizzesand exams are not easy. Marginal studerts
just taking this class to avoid attending lecturesand section meeings, or because they think it will be easy, are strongly
encouraged to drop now and erroll in the traditional version of this class Byou will learn more and your grade will be
higher. Note that PS 201 camot be repeaed for credit B the tradtional lecture course PS 201 and the independent
study/distance educaion course PS201 are treated asthe same course by the RegstrarOsffi ce.

Important Notes:

¥ Noincompletesor extersions can be givenfor this course due to the closure of the SSIL |ab at the end of the term.
All exams and postings must be completed by the dateslisted below.

¥ Al examinations must be takenin the SSIL lab or in a proctored ervironment approved in advance by SSIL
Direcbor, CathleenLeue.

¥ Noextracredt work or make-up assignmerts can be given

Web Sites
Various elemerts of this class are accesible through severalweb sites

¥ Distance Educaton. You canacess the examination-related componerts of the course through the UO Distance
Educaion Web page at http://distanceedicaion.uoregon.edu/. It hasall information necesary for signing up for
taking the examinations.

¥ Text Book Web Site. Once you have purchased the book (seeinstructions below), you will be able to acces the e-
book and supplemenal materials online by logging in at http://www.atomicdog.com. The online verdgon of the
book includes special featres such as interactve tades and charts, pracice quizzes study materials, and the
ahility for you to highlight and add margnal notes

¥ Blackboard. Other course materials, including the syllabus, and OkctureGpower points, areat the class blackboard
site at https://blackboarduoregon.edu/webapps/login/. This is also where you will take the chapter quizzes(the
quizzeson the book web page are for practice) and participate in optional discussion board thread. It also hosts
grades amouncemerts, and links to the text web page, whichincludesoutlines exercises links and practicetests.

E-mail Access

Importarnt class amouncenents will periodically be sent out via e-mail to your UO account. It is therefae imperaive that
all studerts either use their UO email accaint, and checkit several timesa week, or setit to forward to the accaint you
realy use. Please take steps immediately to make sure that this is taken care of, and also make sure that e-mails T
send out to the class via Blackboard will make it past your spam filter. Thisisyour reonsibility. All UO studerts
are now auomaticaly assigned UO e-mail accounts which are auomatically used as your e-mai address in all UO
direciories If you do not know how to acces your UO emali accaunt, contact the Computing Certer at 346-4412 to find
out. You may also need to set up a Blackboard account.

Texts and Required Materials.
The required materials for this class are:

¥ American Governmert: Yaur Voice, Yaur Future, by Matthew Kerbel, available in a combination hard copy/e-
book format To buy the book, go to the page specifically set up for ordering our text book, and follow the
instructions there http://www.atomicdog.com/1916353306050. You canchoose either the e-book only, or the e-
book with hard copy.

Thetext is only availade for purchase directy online.




Chapter Quizzes (32% total; 2 points for each chapter quiz)

For eachof our bookOssixteenchaptersyou will take a short multiple choice quiz through the course Blackboard page.
These are not to be confused with the practice quizzes availalle at the atomicdog web site. The pracice quizzesdo not
count toward your grade; these do. These quizzesare not proctored, but they are closed book. In order to take them you
will needto promise that you arenot looking things up in the book, sharing quegions or arswerswith classmates printing
out the quiz, or using a quiz or quiz arswersprovided by a clasmat. If you engage in any of these activitiesevenonce,
your grade for all the quizzeswill be a zero, which will make it essertially impossible to pass the class.

Deadines You must complete the quizzesfor chapters 1-4 by no later than the Friday of Week2, July 7, at 4:00 PM.
Quizzesfor chapters5-8 are due the Friday of Week4, July 21 at4:00 PM. Chapter quizzes9-12 are due Friday of Week
6, August 4, ard, finally, quizzes13-16 are due Wednesday of Week 8, August 16, also at 4:00 PM. Acces to the
quizzes will be password-protected after those dates/times and will only be availabe to studens with approved
extersions.

Interactive Activities (15% total for completion of activities in chapters 1-15, and passing short quizzes on them.)

A big part of what makesthis class truly aninteractve experience arethe interactve acivitiesavailade for eachchapter
in the online verdon of the text book. You will acces thes directy through the atomicdog web site. After completing
thes activitiesfor eachchapter, except chapter 16, you will take a brief multiple choicetrue-false quiz in Blackboardto
demamstrate that you did them. You will thus take a total of 15 of these quizzesin addition to the regular chapter quizzes

Due Dates Interective acivity quizzesfor eachchaper are due on the same date and at the same time as the chapter
quizzes A list of due datesis includedin the tabde below. It is recanmerded that you do the acivitiesand take the quiz
for them prior to taking the chapter quiz, and that you do not put them off until right before the deadine and thentry to
racethrough them. Grading on the acivitiesis credt/no credt (you just needto pass the quiz), and include quedions that
should be eay if you readthrough eachpart of eachactvity carefuly.

Exams (53% divided into a midterm (26%) and final (27%) examination)

You will take two proctored examinations based on the assigned readngs in the Text B a midterm ard final exam each
worth 26% and 27% of your grade regectively. See below for detailed instructions for taking these exams Examsare
mack up of multiple choice and/or trueffalse quedions. The midterm will cover Parts 1-3 of the Text (chapters 1-8) and
the final will cover Pars 4-5 (chapter 9-16). The final examination is not cumulative Teds are closed-book and camot be
taken more than once. Both exams will be in the sysemat all times so take exta care when logging in that you are
logging in for the correctexam! If you take the wrong exam there is literally nothing anyone can do to OfxOit.

The exams cover a wide range of material and require knowledge of broad concepts and specific factual details. The main
factor that will distinguish the typesof quegions on the examsfrom those on the quizzesis that the quiz quegions will
tend to be more detail-oriented and the exam quegions will tend to be more concep-orierted

The deadline for taking the midterm is Monday of Week 4, July 24. The deadline for taking the Final exam is
Friday of Week 8, August 18.

Quiz (including post-interactive activity quizzes), and exam deadlines:

. Quiz Exam
Text Section Text Chapter Deadline | Deadline
1: Why Should We Care About Democracy? Chapers1-2 July 7

Apperdices A-F (Text) and The
Articlesof Confederation (website)

2: Citizership and Democracy Chapers3-4 July 7

3: Connections BetweenCitizers and Governrmert  |Chapters5-8 July 21 '\gL'Jld;eer
4: Ingtitutions of Democracy Chapers9-12 August 4

5: What Governmert Doesand How Well it Works |Chapers13-16 August 16 Final

August 18




Discussion Board Postings

You will have the opportunity to post to several Blackboard discussion threads during the course of the term. The first
discussion threadoffers each of you the charce to introduce yourself. Topical discussion boards for each section of the
course, with threads for eachchapter will also be availabe on anoptional bass. There is no length requirement other than
that you must have something substartive to say. You may of course regpond on more than one topic or regpond more
than once on eachdiscussion boardif you like. Rememier to use proper netiquette B interret courtesy. Challenging a
peronOsdeasis aceptalle; but insulting the person who voicedthe ideasdiscouragesthe cooperatve learning proces.

All discussion board participation is voluntary. At the erd of the course, if someaneOscoresare borderline between one
grade ard the next and that person hasengaged in significart discussion board participation, | will bump the grade up to
the next level.

Examination Policies and Procedures:

Exam teding policies can be viewed on-line at http:/distanceedicaion.uoregon.edu/info.oncampus and
http://distanceedicaton.uoregon.edu/info.offcampus. It is each studentOsregonsibility to underd¢and and follow the
policiesoutlinedin this documert. If you have ary further guedions, pleas contact me.

Test Scheduling and Deadlines: You may schedule an exam at ary available time (availabe teg times will be
determined by SSIL or your approved remde proctor), up to the deadinesbMonday, July 24 (week5) at4:00 PM for the
midterm ard Friday, August 18 (week 8) for the final, up until SSILOdag time slot that day. It is your regponsibility to
malke sure that you take the exam before the deadine. | strongly recanmerd making an appointmert asearly asyou can,
ard taking the exams at leas a day or two before the deadinesin case something comesup at the lag minute. You will
take the chapter quizzeson your own through Blackboard B you do not need to make appointmerts for them, but please
recdl that quiz deadlineshave beenscheduled several daysearlier than the exam deadlines

On-Campus Students: If you are taking this course on camps, you will take all your teds at the Sccial Science
Instructional Lab (SSILL) located in McKerrie Hall 445. All on-campus teds are given and scheduled by appointmert
only. Before you can schedule an exam, you must complete the On-Line Introduction to Ted taking by going to:
http://distanceedicaion.uoregon.edu/ and clicking anywhere on the paragaph that begns Ofe sure to get your Tes Taker
ID.O After you complete the introduction, you will be givena Teg Taker ID Number and Pasword. With these, you can
log into your Ted Taker Home Page from the above distance educaion web page. From your Teg Taker Home Page you
can make appointmerts to take teds, carcel appointmerts, seeyour ted scores e-mail your professor, change your teg
taker password, and more. Y ou should go through the On-Line introduction the first week of class. Take the timeto read
the informaion under the link, GOn Campus Students.O If you have further quedions about teding, contact
de@ssil.uoregon.edu.

It is strongly recanmerded that studerts make appointments in SSIL for taking tests early. You camot, however,
malke appointmerts more thantwo weeks in advarce of your intendedted date (not the teq deadine). If you wart to take
teds early you may do so.

Be sure to schedule yourself enough time to finish a ted. Budget extra time for possible software complicatons: Thirty
minutes is the average time neeckd to complete the exams and appointmerts are for one hour. Budget extra time for
possible software complications. The lab fee for this class also entitles you to use the computersin SSIL for word
processing, web browsing, etc. Absolutely no food or drink allowedis in the lab. For more information, check the SSIL
Webpage at http://ssil.uoregon.edu/.

To ersure that SSIL ted timesare availabe for all student schedules a wide variety of teg-taking times are availabe.
They will be posted at http://distanceedication.uoregon.edu/. If your schedule is inflexible it is your responsibility to
sign up far erough in advarce to get a space in a time slot that fits your schedule. It is not SSILOsor the instructorOs
regponsibility to make an additional examtime for you. More slots arelikely to be added during the term asthe level of
demard becamesclear.

Remote Site Testing (other than Eugene) — Off-Campus Students: If you aretaking this course off-canpus, go to the
web site: http://distanceedicaion.uoregon.edu/ and click on the O@fF Campus StudertsOtab at the top of the page. Read
all the information on the page. Before you can take a test, you must obtain a proctor and have the proctor approved
by SSIL. You must do this before the erd of the secand week of classes The web page describes how to do this. Once




you have found a proctor, fill out the remde site reques form on the web page. SSL will notify you if the proctor you
have chosenis approved. If you have further quegions, contactde@ssil.uoregon.edu .

All visits to the proctored teg sites must be scheduled in advarnce. You can get all necessary informaion about your
teding site by contacing the teging site proctor or the Continuation Certer's Distance Education Pragram. All Beawerton
ted-takersshould go to http://de uoregon.edu/proctoring/exam-ps.php#Partland for specific instructions.

¥ Thedeadlinesdiscussedabove apply to off-campus studerts as well as on-campus.
¥ Itisimperativethat you getyour proctor approvedwell in advance of the ted date.
¥ No matter how trustworthy sheis, your Mom cannot proctor your exams.

¥ No matter how trustworthy you are, you canOfroctor your own exars.

Testing Center Security:

For secuity rea®ns, the following class policieswill be strictly erforced at both the Eugene Campus SSIL testing certer
and the remde site teding certers Students at the remde sitesshould be awarethat eachremote site may have additional
policies

¥ Bring apicture ID with you to the lab. Y ou will not be allowedto take ateg without it.

¥ When using the lab to take a ted, leaw any bags, books, papers or computer diskettes with the person
administering the quiz.

¥ While taking ated, you will not be allowed to use any informaion resourcessuch asbooks, notes or computer
files

Do not hesitate to ask the person administering thetest for hdp with thetesting software. If you experience any
problems with the software, notfy the person administering thetest immediately. The person administering the
test will hdp you restart the software and contact the professor aboutthe problem.

Whom Should You Contact?

For quegions concerring administration and scheduling of exams, contactthe SSIL lab first; for quedions regardng quiz
or exam content, activities, blackboard postings, essays or gradng, contact Professor Davidson.

Final Grade Calculation

Final grades are calculated based on your percerntages on the 16 chapter quizzesat 2% each, completion of the 15
interactve acivity quizzesat 1% each(credt/no credt), and the midterm ard final exams at 26 and 27% regectively.
The gradesin the class Blackboard page will be updated only twice b after the midterm and then again after the final.
After the midterm, | will also post anitem on the grade sheetshowing your average so far.

If necesary, | reerve the right to apply a curve at a level which | deemappropriate. While a curve is a possibility, you
should not count on it; rather, you should assume that your grade will be based on your raw scoresand the cutoffs below.
If I do use a curve, no one will receive a grade below where the raw scoreswould have placedyou; but deperding where
you arein relation to the cutoffs, it is possible that some studentsQletter gradeswould increag while otherswould not, or
that some studentsQl etter gradeswould increag more than others

Cutoffs for letter gradesareasfollows:

Minus Plain Plus
90-93.33 93.34-96.66 96.67 +
80-83.33 83.34-86.66 86.67-89.99
70-73.33 73.34-76.66 76.67-79.99
60-63.33 63.34-66.66 66.67-69.99
0-59.99
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